
 

22 February 2018 

 

Mr. David R. Fillman 

Chairman, SERS 

30 North 3rd Street | Suite 150 

Harrisburg PA 17101 

 

Dear Mr. Fillman: 

 

As you know, on February 14 there was unspeakable tragedy at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 

Parkland, Florida.  A gunman wielding an assault weapon killed 17 students and teachers at the school.  Scores 

more were seriously wounded in the attack.  This shooting follows other infamous murders of innocent children, 

teachers and administrators at other schools across the country.  These attacks are in addition to assaults at 

workplaces, military bases, churches and concerts.    

 

Assault weapons are the common tool used in these tragedies.  Assault weapons – any military style weapon – 

do not belong anywhere near a school or near masses of innocent people.  These weapons should be in the hands 

of the military and law enforcement only, not accessible to the public. 

 

Further, the taxpayers of Pennsylvania should not be funding manufacturers of these weapons or any company 

that produces large capacity ammunition clips or gun accessories that enhance the capabilities of assault 

weapons.  Therefore, I am requesting an immediate examination of your investment portfolio to determine if 

any taxpayer dollars are invested in companies who manufacture assault weapons and that those funds be 

divested immediately.   

 

I expect a full and thorough accounting of any investments in these companies within one week of the date of 

this letter.  Also, be assured that legislation, which I will soon introduce and work to pass, will prohibit future 

investment of state funds in manufacturers who produce assault-style weapons, high capacity ammunition and 

implements that broaden the killing potential of weapons.   

 

The legislation will prohibit investments in these types of companies and will apply to any state agency or 

department with investment portfolios.  The prohibition will cover any company that manufactures assault 

weapons, large capacity ammunition magazines and assault weapon accessories. 

 

I cannot express how important it is to get a full accounting of any state investment in assault weapon 

manufacturers and I am anxious to learn details of your plan to divest in such companies.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jay Costa 

Senate Democratic Leader 
 

 



Melva S. Vogler 

Chairman, PSERS 

5 N 5th Street 

Harrisburg, PA 17101-1905 

 

Dear Ms. Vogler: 

 

As you know, on February 14 there was unspeakable tragedy at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida.  

A gunman wielding an assault weapon killed 17 students and teachers at the school.  Scores more were seriously wounded 

in the attack.   

 

The use of an assault weapon is at the very center of this tragedy.  Therefore, the citizens of Pennsylvania should be assured 

that their investment funds are not engaged in any business entity that produces military-style assault weapons which are 

available for sale to the general public.  Any state investment in companies that produce these types of weapons should be 

immediately divested.   

 

This shooting follows other infamous murders of innocent children, teachers and administrators at other schools across the 

country.  These attacks are in addition to assaults at other workplaces, military bases, churches and concerts.    

 

Assault weapons – any military style weapon – do not belong anywhere near a school or near masses of innocent people.  

These weapons should be in the hands of the military and law enforcement only, not accessible to the public.   

 

Furthermore, the taxpayers of Pennsylvania should not be funding manufacturers of these weapons or any company that 

produces large capacity ammunition clips or gun accessories that enhance the capabilities of assault weapons.  Therefore, I 

am requesting an immediate examination of your investment portfolio to determine if any taxpayer dollars are invested in 

companies who manufacture assault weapons and that those funds be divested immediately.   

 

I expect a full and thorough accounting of any investments in these companies within one week of the date of this letter.  

Also, be assured that legislation, which I will soon introduce and work to pass, will prohibit future investment of state funds 

in manufacturers who produce assault-style weapons, high capacity ammunition and implements that broaden the killing 

potential of weapons.   

 

The legislation will prohibit investments in these types of companies and will apply to any state agency or department with 

investment portfolios.  The prohibition will cover any company that manufactures assault weapons, large capacity 

ammunition magazines and assault weapon accessories. 

 

I cannot express how important it is to get a full accounting of any state investment in assault weapon manufacturers and I 

am anxious to learn details of your plan to divest in such companies.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Jay Costa 

Senate Democratic Leader 

 



Barry Sherman 

Chairman, Pa Municipal Retirement System 

1010 N 7th St #301 

Harrisburg, PA 17102 

 

Dear Mr. Sherman: 

 

As you know, on February 14 there was unspeakable tragedy at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida.  

A gunman wielding an assault weapon killed 17 students and teachers at the school.  Scores more were seriously wounded 

in the attack.   

 

The use of an assault weapon is at the very center of this tragedy.  Therefore, the citizens of Pennsylvania should be assured 

that their investment funds are not engaged in any business entity that produces military-style assault weapons which are 

available for sale to the general public.  Any state investment in companies that produce these types of weapons should be 

immediately divested.   

 

This shooting follows other infamous murders of innocent children, teachers and administrators at other schools across the 

country.  These attacks are in addition to assaults at other workplaces, military bases, churches and concerts.    

 

Assault weapons – any military style weapon – do not belong anywhere near a school or near masses of innocent people.  

These weapons should be in the hands of the military and law enforcement only, not accessible to the public.   

 

Furthermore, the taxpayers of Pennsylvania should not be funding manufacturers of these weapons or any company that 

produces large capacity ammunition clips or gun accessories that enhance the capabilities of assault weapons.  Therefore, I 

am requesting an immediate examination of your investment portfolio to determine if any taxpayer dollars are invested in 

companies who manufacture assault weapons and that those funds be divested immediately.   

 

I expect a full and thorough accounting of any investments in these companies within one week of the date of this letter.  

Also, be assured that legislation, which I will soon introduce and work to pass, will prohibit future investment of state funds 

in manufacturers who produce assault-style weapons, high capacity ammunition and implements that broaden the killing 

potential of weapons.   

 

The legislation will prohibit investments in these types of companies and will apply to any state agency or department with 

investment portfolios.  The prohibition will cover any company that manufactures assault weapons, large capacity 

ammunition magazines and assault weapon accessories. 

 

I cannot express how important it is to get a full accounting of any state investment in assault weapon manufacturers and I 

am anxious to learn details of your plan to divest in such companies.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Jay Costa 

Senate Democratic Leader 

 



Treasurer Joseph Torsella 

129 Finance Building 

Harrisburg, PA 17120 

 

Dear Mr. Torsella: 

 

As you know, on February 14 there was unspeakable tragedy at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida.  

A gunman wielding an assault weapon killed 17 students and teachers at the school.  Scores more were seriously wounded 

in the attack.   

 

The use of an assault weapon is at the very center of this tragedy.  Therefore, the citizens of Pennsylvania should be assured 

that their investment funds are not engaged in any business entity that produces military-style assault weapons which are 

available for sale to the general public.  Any state investment in companies that produce these types of weapons should be 

immediately divested.   

 

This shooting follows other infamous murders of innocent children, teachers and administrators at other schools across the 

country.  These attacks are in addition to assaults at other workplaces, military bases, churches and concerts.    

 

Assault weapons – any military style weapon – do not belong anywhere near a school or near masses of innocent people.  

These weapons should be in the hands of the military and law enforcement only, not accessible to the public.   

 

Furthermore, the taxpayers of Pennsylvania should not be funding manufacturers of these weapons or any company that 

produces large capacity ammunition clips or gun accessories that enhance the capabilities of assault weapons.  Therefore, I 

am requesting an immediate examination of your investment portfolio to determine if any taxpayer dollars are invested in 

companies who manufacture assault weapons and that those funds be divested immediately.   

 

I expect a full and thorough accounting of any investments in these companies within one week of the date of this letter.  

Also, be assured that legislation, which I will soon introduce and work to pass, will prohibit future investment of state funds 

in manufacturers who produce assault-style weapons, high capacity ammunition and implements that broaden the killing 

potential of weapons.   

 

The legislation will prohibit investments in these types of companies and will apply to any state agency or department with 

investment portfolios.  The prohibition will cover any company that manufactures assault weapons, large capacity 

ammunition magazines and assault weapon accessories. 

 

I cannot express how important it is to get a full accounting of any state investment in assault weapon manufacturers and I 

am anxious to learn details of your plan to divest in such companies.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Jay Costa 

Senate Democratic Leader 

 

 


